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With over 100 events, including half a dozen 

major tours, stopped in their tracks, it was 

late founder Michael Gudinski who moved in 

the space of one weekend to divert staff and 

resources to TV production.

This included 28 acts on primetime’s free-to- 

air Nine’s Music From The Home Front, a 

livestreaming series The State of Music on the 

Victorian government’s website, and The Set 

on ABC-TV which showcased 170 acts over two 

seasons.

These productions didn’t necessarily make 

Frontier’s parent company Mushroom Group 

much money, but Brant says they kept staff 

busy and put money into the hands of musi-

cians, agents and road crews.

After losing a year’s worth of 1,000 book-

ings, promoter, venue operator and artist 

manager Century Entertainment turned its 

venues – including the Enmore, Metro and 

Factory Theatres – to cabaret-style seating and 

table drinks delivery to fit in with authorities’ 

social distancing requirements to be among 

the first in Sydney to reopen.

Head of touring, Tom Downey, says their 

return has been strong. 

“But with snap border closures, slow vaccine 

roll out and international borders staying 

closed until middle of next year it’s really 

tricky to see an end to this.

 “With little to no roadmap being handed 

down by state and federal governments, a 

return to true 100% capacity is unfortunately 

unknown.”

Century Entertainment had a success story 

with British comic Daniel Sloss whose HUBRiS 

Tour sold 40,460 tickets over 32 shows in 

30 days and grossed near Aus. $2 million 

(US $1.55 million). An outdoor festival set to 

50,000 was the biggest in the country.

His London-based manager Marlene Zwick-

ler, whose company MZA co-produced the 

shows, announced Sloss will return 2022 after 

runs in the US and UK to honour a handful of 

shows delayed to sudden border closures. She 

plans to add some 3,000-cap shows on the 

East Coast and do 10 days in larger venues in 

New Zealand.

Sloss filmed his Netflix and HBO specials 

at the Enmore Theatre. Zwickler explains his 

large fan base Down Under: “I grew up in 

Australia. The Aussies love honest hard hitting 

comedy based in observations and truths and 

that’s pretty much Daniel in a nutshell.”

Australians’ slow take-up of vaccines so far 

has meant music venues around the country 

remain at 50% to 75% capacity – which op-

erators say is financially unfeasible and leads 

many to predict they won’t survive the year –

but that is changing. s
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